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here translated by "coming to meet" and "leading". The
Brahmin mistook the character of the welcome to be given.
We are probably to understand that he taught his friends,
and the people generally, that the music and angels of the
suicides were in all cases harbingers of posthumous misery,
not of bliss in Heaven.

On the east side of the capital and at the confluence of the
rivers, the pilgrim proceeds, was a sunny down about ten li
wide covered with a white sand. This down was called in the
popular language "The Grand Arena of Largesse". It was the
place to which from ancient times princes, and other liberal bene-
factors, had come to make their offerings and gifts. Tuan-chuang
then proceeds to describe how king Slladitya acted on the occa-
sion to which reference has already been made. The king, as
we have seen, went in state from Kanauj to this place for his
customary quinquennial great distribution of gifts, and alms, and
offerings. He had come prepared, and he gave away all the
public money, and all his own valuables. Beginning with offer-
ings to the Buddhist images on the first day, Yuan-chuang here
tells us, the king went on to bestow gifts on the resident
Buddhist Brethren, next on the assembled congregation, next on
those who were conspicuous for great abilities and extensive
learning, next on retired scholars and recluses of other religions,
and lastly on the kinless poor. This lavish distribution in a
few (according to the Life in 75) days exhausted all the public
and private wealth of the country, but in ten days after the
Treasury was emptied it was again filled.

At the junction of the rivers and to the east of the Arena of
Largesse, Yuan-chuang continues, every day numbers of people
arrived to die in the sacred water, hoping to be thereby reborn
in Heaven. Even the monkeys and other wild creatures came
to this place, some bathed and then went back, others fasted
here until they died. In connection with this statement Yuan-
chuang tells a story of a monkey which lived under a tree close
to the river, and starved himself to death at the time of Sila-
ditya's visit. He adds that this occurrence led to the following
curious and trying austerity-performance on the part of the local
devotees given to austerities. High poles were erected in the
Granges at this place, each with a projecting peg near the top;
at sunrise a devotee mounted a pole, holding on to the top with
one hand and one foot, and supported by the peg, he stretched
out his other arm and leg at full length. In this posture he
followed keenly with his eyes the sun's progress to the right;
when the sun set the devotee came down from his perch to